
 

Record of operational decision 
 
 

  Decision title: Decision to approve spending of the Covid 19 Winter Grant 
 

Date of decision: 1 December 2020  

Decision maker: Chief Finance Officer and Deputy Chief Executive 

Authority for 
delegated  
decision: 

An emergency decision because of Covid-19   “Council constitution 3.7.9 all 
necessary decisions in the case of emergencies” 
  

Ward: Countywide 

Consultation: None 

Decision made: To delegate the award the allocation of winter grant funding of 
£537,980.55 expected to be as follows:- 

 70% to schools to fund expenditure incurred by households in 
receipt of free of school meals 

 5% to nursery settings to fund expenditure incurred by households 
of children in receipt of pupil premium funding 

 10% to colleges to fund spend incurred by disadvantaged student 
households 

 15% to charity organisations supporting residents most in need 
 

Reasons for decision: The Covid Winter Grant scheme has been announced to help support 
vulnerable children and families during the winter months.  
      
The scheme will support those most in need across England with the cost 
of food, energy and water bills and other associated costs. 
 
The council is to administer the scheme and provide direct assistance to 
vulnerable households and families with children particularly affected by 
the pandemic.  
 
This financial support will start early December with spend continuing until 
end of March 2021. The funding will be used as follows:- 

1. To purchase local supermarket vouchers for households in England 
where residents include:- 

a. Pupils in receipt of free of school meals 
b. Pre-school children in receipt of pupil premium  
c. Disadvantage students in college settings  

This is to cover the cost of food for the two week Christmas holiday 
period and to provide additional funding to enable household funds to 
be redirected to pay utility bills. The value of the supermarket voucher 
will be £75. 
2. After this initial spend has been incurred remaining funds will be 

used after the Christmas holiday period to:- 
a. Provide additional support to the recipients identified in 

point 1 where it is identified that they are struggling to fund 
new year household utility costs 

b. Provide grants to other county charity organisations where 
they provide a food bank service, plus grants to 
organisations that provide meals and support to include the 



older generation and former members of the armed 
services. 

 

Highlight any associated 
risks/finance/legal/ 
equality 
considerations: 

 The cost of the scheme will be funded by the Winter Grant allocation 

Details of any 
alternative options 
considered and 
rejected: 

None 

Details of any 
declarations 
of interest made: 

None  

 
 
Signed:                                                                                                                               Date:   1 December 2020  
Andrew Lovegrove, Chief Finance Officer and Deputy Chief Executive 
 
 


